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The Walk
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On Easter Monday eleven of us walked seventeen miles of the Norfolk Coast Path from Wells to Weybourne.  Just over two years earlier Sam walked this path in the other direction on Jack Finch’s twentieth birthday shortly before leaving for India.  On that occasion they ended at Blakeney and we stopped for lunch in the same pub they had visited then.
The day was showery, but not as bad as the forecasters had warned.  The walk was level, though the last four miles, over shingle, were pretty tough.  Raffaella and Lizzie went on ahead and met us at Salthouse with cake.  Louise, Graham, Joe and Kate followed in company with Jack Finch, Jo Rock, George Sinclair, Josh Plough and Ashley Bray.

It was a lovely walk with views over the salt marshes and a huge range of bird life.  We were hugely grateful to Simon Finch who let us all stay at Voewood that evening.  It looks as if sponsorship, which is not all in yet, will well exceed £2,000.
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The Cricket Match

The next event we are organising is the third memorial cricket match between Joe’s team and Colin Baty’s team.  This will be on Saturday 28th July at Bedales starting at 1 p.m.  There will be tea in exchange for a donation and after the match there will be a barbecue, bar and music as in previous years.

The Sam Banks Pavilion

Bedales is raising funds to build a pavilion in memory of Sam and are giving a quarter of what they raise to our fund.  They have a major fundraising event on 29th June organised by the parents’ association.  We are very grateful to them for this support.
Pathshala South Asian Media Academy

The purpose of the fund is to provide bursaries at Pathshala.  The principal of Pathshala, Shahidul Alam, is an internationally renowned photographer.  He recently had an exhibition of his work in a gallery in Notting Hill which Louise and Graham visited.

In Shahidul’s book, My Journey as a Witness, amidst his wonderful photography, he also gives this explanation of what Pathshala is about:
A school of photography in one of the most economically impoverished nations, with little external support, continues to produce some of the finest emerging photographers in the world.

But its goals are much broader than simply teaching photography.  It’s about using the language of imagery to bring about social change; to nurture minds and encourage critical thinking.  It’s about responsible citizenship, and in a land where textual literacy is low; about reaching out where words have failed.  While society relies on sleek advertising to construct and manipulate our sense of values, Pathshala is about challenging the cultures of dominance.
It’s not hard to imagine Sam’s vigorous response to that.
Check our website

We now have a regularly updated Memorial Fund website which is www.sbmemorialfund.wordpress.com
Contact us

If you have ideas or want to make a donation you can contact us at:

10 Church Road

Steep

Petersfield
Hampshire

GU32 2DW

01730 266480

gbanks@bedales.org.uk
lbanks@bedales.org.uk
Facebook users can keep up to date by searching for ‘Sam Banks Memorial Fund’

Cheques should be made payable to ‘The Sam Banks Memorial Fund’
