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Memorial Cricket Match and Barbecue
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The Earl of Rochester’s XI, captained by Joe, retained the trophy which they won on the final ball last year in another nail-biting close finish.  Joe’s team posted 195 in their 35 overs, helped by a steady 50 at the start of the innings by Henry Llewellyn and some big hitting from Dickon Bevan.  Oli Housden led the response for Colin Baty’s team with an impressive 80 and Joe Mabe, who had taken crucial wickets earlier in the day, looked as if he might see his team home.  In the thirty-third over Joe Banks took two key wickets to put the batting side under renewed pressure and they ended up needing eight off the last two ball with one wicket left.  A single was not going to be enough so they had to try for the second run and a run out from Max Boatright’s throw ended the game with just one ball left.

The match was well attended throughout the afternoon and the crowd built up towards the end with the promise of John Gower’s delicious pork barbecue to follow.  Many friends provided dishes to contribute to the supper for which we are very grateful.

The Music
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After the food and the raffle came the music.  There were performances from Marika Hackman, Gabriel Bruce and Johnny Flynn as well as members of the family.  Kate and Grace sang traditional folk songs together, Joe and Graham performed Eddie Cochran’s Summertime Blues, Grace played a duet with Jamie West-Oram and a set which included an impromptu duet with Doc, who carved the lettering on Sam’s gravestone, on saxophone.  It was hard to believe that they had never played together before.  As a finale, Joe and Kate sang Roy Harper’s When an Old Cricketer Leaves the Crease, making a poignant end to the evening.
The combination of the supper, the raffle, the bar and donations raised £1,057 for the fund – almost enough for one year’s fees.  We are hugely grateful to everyone who contributed.
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Our first student is ready to start
Shortly after the memorial day we made the first payment from the fund to Shahidul Alam, principal of the South Asia Media college in Bangladesh.  We have paid £2,250 to cover the first two years’ fees for Sala-Udin who is very excited about starting college this year.  In his last email to us Shahidul wrote, ‘We are designing a mentorship programme for him,’ and told us that the college had provided him with a camera.
How to raise money in the future
Judging by this year, we can expect the memorial cricket match to raise nearly a third of our annual target.  We also have the promise of money from Bedales as they raise money for the Sam Banks Pavilion and give a quarter of it to the fund.  We need to find other ways of raising money on a regular basis and we also need to tap into potential donations from trusts and other organisations.

We would be very pleased to hear your ideas for how we can keep the fund ticking over.
Pathshala South Asian Media Academy

We reported in the last newsletter that Rasel Chowdhury, a former student of Pathshala, had won the 2011 Ian Parry Scholarship.  He and another prizewinning Pathshala alumnus are in the UK at the moment and we are hoping to meet up with them to strengthen the links between the family and the college.
Contact us

If you have ideas or want to make a donation you can contact us at:

10 Church Road

Steep

Petersfield

Hampshire

GU32 2DW

01730 266480

gbanks@bedales.org.uk
lbanks@bedales.org.uk
Facebook users can keep up to date by searching for ‘Sam Banks Memorial Fund’

Cheques should be made payable to ‘The Sam Banks Memorial Fund’
