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Sam’s 21st
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A large group of Sam’s friends joined the family at the Cheshire Cheese in Fleet Street on Sam’s 21st birthday and around 20 went on to eat at the vegetarian restaurant, Amico Bio, near Smithfield.  It was an occasion full of warmth and laughter as well as nostalgia.
The Bedales Film Festival

Simon Kingsley-Pallant and Kate set this annual event up when in the sixth form at Bedales and ran it for its first two years.  We are delighted not only that it has continued after she has left the school, but also that new organisers, Gina Miller and Grace Warde-Aldam, were happy to have it linked with the fund.  Rupert Grey spoke about Pathshala South Asian Media Academy and the remarkable work that Shahidul Alam does there.  We learnt that selling lemonade and popcorn is not a great fundraiser, but we did feel the event was very successful in raising the profile of the fund.

Memorial Cricket Match and Barbecue
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The Memorial Cricket Match is coming up very soon on 30th July.  Joe’s team have had some success this season and are eager to hold onto the trophy.  Louise’s brother John has depleted his stock of pigs so that he can lay on a first rate barbecue (£10) and we are very excited that just about everyone who performed last year and made the evening so memorable has agreed to play again.
A number of local businesses have very kindly donated raffle prizes for the event.

 Lucy Coates, Kate and Grace last year

The Sam Banks Memorial Pavilion

Those attending the cricket match might like to take a short stroll down to the Dunhurst pitch and see the site of the proposed new pavilion.  It is currently the long jump pit.  Because of the generous offer from Bedales to give 25% of the money they raise in donations to our fund we should gain a great deal from this project.  We are currently due around £1,000 from them (not included in the figures below.
Our first student is ready to start
At the time of the last newsletter, in April, the fund stood at £4,419.  It is now £5,204.  We hope that the Memorial Cricket Match and Barbecue will see that figure go above £6,000.  The first student will be starting at Pathshala in September and we will soon be making our first payment.  He and his family are very excited at the prospect and Pathshala are setting up a mentoring scheme to help support him.
A reminder about Pathshala South Asian Media Academy

The institute started in 1998 in conjunction with a three-year World Press Photo educational initiative. The first group of six students produced  prominent photographers whose work has been published in leading publications worldwide. In January 2010 Pathshala decided to extend to other sectors of the media.  At the same time Pathshala decided to change its name to South Asian Media Academy to reflect the development. 

The academy aims to identify promising media professionals and train them to create content that adheres to the highest technical and ethical standards of media production; to build up a body of honest, courageous, energetic and skilled media professionals within Bangladesh, laying the groundwork for a more just and equitable society. 

Recently Shahidul wrote to us to tell us that a former student, Rasel Chowdhury, has won the 2011 Ian Parry Scholarship, a prestigious international award for photography.

Remembering Sam
A new edition of this booklet has been produced, this time including the piece which Kate wrote to read in the theatre last August.  It also contains information about the fund.  These are available for £5.
Contact us

If you have ideas or want to make a donation you can contact us at:

10 Church Road

Steep

Petersfield

Hampshire

GU32 2DW

01730 266480

gbanks@bedales.org.uk
lbanks@bedales.org.uk
Facebook users can keep up to date by searching for ‘Sam Banks Memorial Fund’

Cheques should be made payable to ‘The Sam Banks Memorial Fund’
