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In December we held the Open Mic night at The Cricketers in Steep.  The pub was packed out with a mixture of locals and Sam’s friends from far and wide.  Louise, Graham, Joe, Grace and Kate all performed during the evening.  Simon and Jack Finch both played and sang, Simon having come down from Norfolk for the event.  Charles Daniels from the Sherlock Holmes Museum came to read his poetry and Charlie Millar contributed some virtuoso guitar.  The evening ended up with an amazing trio of guitarists jamming together: Jamie West-Oram,  Joe Summerfield and Kristian Bediiako.
It was a warm and emotional evening of reunions and good music.  It also raised £506 for the fund.

14th May
On Sam’s 21st birthday we are getting together at 6 p.m. with whoever cares to join us in The Cheshire Cheese in Fleet Street, a pub Sam liked and where Dr Johnson and W B Yeats are former regulars.
Memorial Cricket Match and Barbecue
Bedales have kindly let us stage a re-match of the hugely successful cricket match of last August.  This year it will be on 30th July starting at 1 p.m.  Joe’s team, the Earl of Rochester’s XI will again take on a team captained by Colin Baty to compete for the trophy Colin generously donated last summer.

After the match there will be a barbecue provided by Sam’s uncle, John Gower, followed by some live music.  To raise money for the fund tickets for the supper will be £10.  Let us know if you would like to come and if you would like to perform or help with the catering.

The Sam Banks Memorial Pavilion
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Bedales has come up with the idea of building a new pavilion overlooking the Dunhurst cricket pitch and the astroturf and calling it the Sam Banks Memorial Pavilion.  We think this is a great idea, but even better, they will be raising money for this through donations and have offered to give 25% of what they raise to the fund.  This could result in as much as £15,000 coming to the fund as well as a lovely building in memory of Sam.  This drawing, by Matthew Rice, shows what it might look like.
The fund

In December we reported that the fund stood at £2,517.  At the start of April it has £4,419.  This is enough to assure Shahidul Alam at Pathshala South Asian Media Academy that we can be as good as our word and the first student can start this year.  Shahidul, the principal of Pathshala, already has a potential student in mind for our first bursary. This is a keen and talented photographer, discovered in a village in Bangladesh from the Chapainawabgonj  district.  He was part of a project set up by Drik (the photography archive wing of Pathshala).

The project, supported by UNICEF, entitled Do you see my world? was designed to inspire adolescent boys and girls, who live in rural Bangladesh, to tell their own stories using photography as a tool.

 Of course, in the first year we will be funding only one student, but by 2013 we will be funding three at a time and we will need to keep the cash flowing in.  The money from Bedales will help, but we will continue to look for ways of raising funds.
Some people have asked us about whether we will become a registered charity.  Our aim is to raise about £4,000 a year for Pathshala and you can only register as a charity if your annual income is projected to be over £5,000.  We have learnt, however, that you can still qualify as a charity without registration.  We are looking into the possibilities of gaining the tax advantages of a charity without being registered.

Pathshala South Asian Media Academy

The institute started in 1998 in conjunction with a three-year World Press Photo educational initiative. The first group of six students produced  prominent photographers whose work has been published in leading publications worldwide. In January 2010 Pathshala decided to extend to other sectors of the media.  At the same time Pathshala decided to change its name to South Asian Media Academy to reflect the development. 

The academy aims to identify promising media professionals and train them to create content that adheres to the highest technical and ethical standards of media production; to build up a body of honest, courageous, energetic and skilled media professionals within Bangladesh, laying the groundwork for a more just and equitable society. 
Remembering Sam
We still have copies of the booklet we put together last year if you would like one.
Contact us

If you have ideas or want to make a donation you can contact us at:

10 Church Road

Steep

Petersfield

Hampshire

GU32 2DW

01730 266480

gbanks@bedales.org.uk
lbanks@bedales.org.uk
Facebook users can keep up to date by searching for ‘Sam Banks Memorial Fund’

Cheques should be made payable to ‘The Sam Banks Memorial Fund’
