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The Fund

Just four days before he died in India, Sam heard that he had been accepted onto the degree course in film making at the London College of Communication.  We wanted to set up a fund with a connection with film and India, where Sam had such enriching experiences in his last months.  When Louise met Shahidul Alam, principal of Pathshala South Asian Media Academy in Dhaka, we had the perfect opportunity.  It is Bangladesh rather than India, but just next door, and Shahidul is committed to providing opportunities for students from very poor backgrounds.  The academy has an impressive record of students going on to work for major film and photographic organisations all over the world.
It costs about £1,100 a year to study at Pathshala and we have undertaken to fund one student per year on the three year course.  This will mean that by the third year and in subsequent years we must provide £3,300 a year.  There are bound to be other costs so our target is £4,000.
We will meet all organisational expenses without drawing on the fund, so every penny given will go to Pathshala.

The Memorial Weekend 
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On the weekend of 28th and 29th August we held three memorial events.  On the Saturday afternoon we filled the Bedales Olivier Theatre with film and music, readings and reminiscences.  The music continued in the evening in a marquee behind our house when the Hanging Tree Band, Charlie Millar, Marika Hackman, Emmy the Great and Johnny Flynn provided outstanding entertainment for an audience of over 200.
On the Sunday there was a cricket match between Colin Baty’s XI and the Earl of Rochester’s XI.  (This is the itinerant club which Joe and Sam had set up during the winter and which Joe had been captaining over the summer.  Sam was to have taken up his place in the side on his return in August.)

Oli Housden and Kit Onslow-Smith got Colin’s side off to a sound start, though they faltered later and for much of the match it was very close.  The Earl of Rochester’s XI looked as if they were getting on top but fell behind the required run rate at the end.  With 13 needed off the last three balls, and new batsman, Dickon Bevan, at the crease, it looked like a lost cause.  Six, six, four provided the most dramatic climax imaginable and Joe received the trophy which Colin had generously donated.

Everyone involved is looking forward to next summer’s re-match.
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Remembering Sam
We produced a booklet, Remembering Sam, for the memorial weekend and asked for donations.  These raised £753.  We put that together with the money left in Sam’s Nationwide account and we had over a thousand: nearly enough to send the first student to Pathshala.  Immediately before the open mic night at the Cricketers on 15th December the fund stands at £2,517.  Copies of Remembering Sam are still available.
What Next?

We hope that the open mic night at the Cricketers will give the fund a boost.

Some of Sam’s friends have mentioned organising something to mark what would have been his 21st birthday on 14th May.

We plan to hold the cricket match again in the summer and follow it with a musical event in the evening.

Contact us

If you have ideas or want to make a donation you can contact us at:

10 Church Road

Steep

Petersfield

Hampshire

GU32 2DW

01730 266480

gbanks@bedales.org.uk
lbanks@bedales.org.uk
Cheques should be made payable to ‘The Sam Banks Memorial Fund’
